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MR. STEPANEK 

 

   I’d like to share with you one of my favorite Christmas stories and like many of best stories it is 

true.  

    In order to properly set the stage we need to go back nearly 100 years to France in 1914.  It is 

December and World War I is barely 4 months old, it won’t end for four more years.  The “Great 

War” as it was called introduced some of the most deadly weapons ever created.  Machine 

guns, tanks, fighter aircraft and bombers inflicted damage in levels never before seen on the 

battlefield.  It was a miserable and agonizing moment in human history ... and it was Christmas 

time. 

   As a soldier in the English Army you spend days crouching in a 6 foot tall earthen trench that 

runs for hundreds of yards in either direction.  It is a, muddy and filthy place but it keeps you 

safe from the bombs, shells and bullets that has clawed away the land between you and your 

enemy who lives in similar misery in his trench sometimes less than 50 yards away.  This section 

is called no-man’s land because nothing can survive there; it is bleak, gray and barren.  Armies 

would battle each other ferociously in this tiny patch of land for a few yards of earth, the 

casualties were horrific . . . but it is Christmas Eve. 

   Thinking about the family back home you feel homesick and vulnerable.  You think of the 

warmth and laughter that marked other Christmases and the winter night seems even colder.   

Remarkably you hear a familiar sound drifting across the broken ground.  A Christmas carol sung 

in German and as you dare to peek over the top of the trench you see tiny Christmas trees lit 

with small candles dotting the enemy lines.  Unbelievably an officer from each side climbs out 

the trench and walk cautiously toward one another.  “We do not want to fight” the German says 

“It is Christmas”  The British officer agrees and one of the most amazing expressions of 

humanity ever recorded pushes a World War aside. The soldiers flood out of the trenches and 

greet one another standing on land that only hours earlier would have meant instant death. 

   Throughout Christmas Day these men will exchange gifts, show pictures of loved ones and 

share stories of home.  There are even tales of soccer games being played between former 

combatants.  If ever there was a tale of how the spirit of Christmas can bring people together 

this is it.  It is a wonderful testament to the depth of the human spirit when inspired by the Holy 

Spirit.  Some will say it didn’t last, but war is madness and the fact that the olive branch of peace 

took root at all in this manmade chaos gives all of us hope. 

   Our prayers go out to modern day service men and women serving their country far from 

home this Christmas Season.  The seed of peace is found in all of us, we seek only the grace of 

God to make it grow. 

 

KNIGHT OF CREATIVE CRUSADES 

 

Are you EXCITED?  Not nearly excited enough...for we know what awaits you. 

The Knight of Creative Crusades, Divine Savior School Auction 

 

The date April 21st, 2012 has been set and the planning has begun, so get ready, the auction is 

coming and it is going to be spectacular.  Also, it isn't too early to start your auction item! 

t 



DECEMBER 23 

 

On December 23rd, Divine Savior will have early dismissal at 12:00 Noon for the Christmas 

holiday.  Classes will resume on January 3, 2012.  Please fill out the attached note about bussing 

on the December 23rd and return by December 19th.  The bus company will be running special 

routes for Divine Savior students so we need to let them know which students are taking the bus 

home. 

 

QUARTER MILE CHALLENGE 

 

Please see the attached document regarding this team building challenge. 

 

ATTENTION 8
TH

 GRADE PARENTS 

 

There will be 2 spots open on the bus for the safety patrol trip to Washington DC for Divine 

Savior parents.  You would have to pay your own way, which would amount to about $400.  If 

you are interested, please contact Mrs. Holst. 

 

Please send a school picture of your child from Kindergarten and 8th grade.  Please also send at 

least 6 pictures of your child that have been taken through the years.  December 23rd is the due 

date for these pics to be at school.  Please put in an envelope to Miss Huether’s attention. 

 

HOT LUNCH 

 

Please read the attached information regarding Free and Reduced Hot Lunch information. 

 

PACKER BONUS 

 

Divine Savior Family and Friends- 

 

The Super Bowl Champs decided to play Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.  I’m sure all of you have 

seen the many requests to fill the Packer game concessions and these holiday games will make it 

even more difficult to find volunteers.  So what should we do? 

 

This fundraiser is critical to the success of our school and brought in over $21,000 last year.  Thus far 

this year we have shown difficulty filling the necessary worker slots.  In fact, we were forced to close 

one of the stands on November 14
th

. 

 

It is out of concern for losing this fundraiser and income that we are offering a “Special Holiday 

Bonus”.  Earn $50 cash or $50 in tuition reimbursement to each volunteer willing to work a holiday 

game.  This will be handled on a first come first serve basis.  Please contact Jessica Karls @ 286-6090 

or karlsjessica@ymail.com if interested.  Attached is an updated schedule for your convenience. 

 

Congratulations to those of you already signed up for these games as you automatically qualify for 

the “Bonus”!  Thanks!! 

 



K-KIDS COAT DRIVE 

 
The K-Kids will be collecting clean, gently used coats, hats, scarves and mittens, of any size for 

the Mission House in Milwaukee. If you have any of these items to donate, please send them to 

either campus. We will collect them until January 13th.  

 

JANUARY MONTHLY CALENDAR AND LUNCH MENU 

 

Attached you will find the January monthly calendar and Hot Lunch Menu.  

 

KIEL PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 

Please read the attached information about what is coming up at KPL. 

 

KINDERGARTEN SCREENING 

 

Please see the attached information regarding screening. 

 

COMMUNITY CARD 

 

Please read the information regarding the United Community Card.  You’ll see what we have 

raised so far and what businesses you are able to use your card at. 

 

STUDY CLUB 

 

There is room in Mrs. Johnson’s after school study club from 3:00-3:30pm on Tuesday’s and 

Thursday’s. This is for elementary age children who may need additional help, such as with reading 

or math.  Please call Mrs. Johnson if you are interested in having your child be a part of this study 

time. 

 

BIRTHDAY WISHES 

 

Happy Birthday wishes go out to Mrs. Nisler on December 21st, Mr. Riesterer on December 

30th, and Fr. Harry on January 2nd.  We hope you all have a very wonderful day with your 

families. 

 

CAMP TAPAWINGO SURVIVAL CAMP 

 

Please see the attached information about the camp. 

 

 

 

 



BASKETBALL 

 

December 17
th

 Girls B-Team plays at Brillion at 10:00 a.m. against Holy Family  

December 17
th

 Girls A-team plays at Brillion at 11:45 a.m. against Holy Family 

 

January 7
th

 Girls B-Team plays at New Holstein-Middle School at 9:30 a.m. against SFA White 

January 7
th

 Girls A-Team plays at New Holstein-High School at 1:00 p.m. against SFA Blue 

 

December 18
th

 Boys B-Team plays at New Holstein at 2:20 p.m. against St. Peter 

December 18
th

 Boys A-Team plays at New Holstein at 1:10 p.m. against St. Peter 

 

January 8th Boys B-Team plays at New Holstein-High School at 2:20pm against St. M/M St. Gregs’ 

January 8th Boys A-Team has a bye  

 

Please show your support for our Knights! 

 

SHEBOYGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

Please see the attached flier for the Sheboygan County Historical Society and Museum. 

 

QUESTIONS/CONCERNS 

 

Please contact Mr. Stepanek at any time if you have questions or concerns.  Cell ph# 920-267-0583 

or email gfstepanek@gmail.com.  Thank you. 



 

 

December 15, 2011 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

On Friday, December 23
rd

, Divine Savior students will dismiss at 12:00 

noon.  Public Schools will dismiss at normal times.  Our bus 

transportation will set up special routes for Divine Savior students 

who take the bus home.   

 

Please fill out this sheet and return it to school by December 19, 2011.  

 

_____ Yes, my child(ren) will ride the bus HOME on Friday, December 

23, 2011. 

Family Name_________________________  

Address_______________________________________ 

 

Child _______________________________ Grade _____ 

Child _______________________________ Grade _____ 

Child _______________________________ Grade _____ 

 

_____ No, my child(ren) will NOT ride the bus HOME on Friday, 

December 23, 2011. 

 



The Students, Parents, and Teachers of CPES & DS are asked to participate in an exciting challenge of collecting a mile of 

quarters. This event was initiated by the Communications Committee of the Catholic Schools Commission, and is now 

being planned with a great deal of excitement by a core group of teachers and parents! 

 

Between now and May 2012, we are challenging each student to collect 30 feet of quarters. When each of our 174 

students reaches their goal, we will have collected over a mile of quarters!  We will also be placing containers at area 

businesses in the community. Some of our parishes have already agreed to save their quarters from the collection for 

us as well. Surely with all this support we will be able to exceed our goal! 

We have a tentative date of Friday, May 18
th

 for the big event! We will not only line up a mile of quarters, but we will 

also have a big festival to celebrate!  It will be an excellent time to take a break from schoolwork and get to know our 

new classmates better! We might even get our picture in the paper. So start collecting quarters at home over the 

holidays, but please don’t bring them in until after the first of the year. 

 
The committee has a number of ideas. We will let you know when the location has been decided. 

 

Why indeed. Nothing brings people together like working toward a common goal. We have been so blessed to have a 

rich resource – the kids, parents and staff of our Catholic Schools. The obstacle is that we haven’t had an opportunity 

to get to know each other yet. Well here you have it! Be inspired by the spirit of working together, and let’s have a 

blast! 

 

What about the money? It’s a great problem to have. Our idea thus far is for the money to go toward Educational 

Enhancement for the Science and Arts. Our teachers have been asked to form a wish list. A percentage of the money 

will also be donated to a charity of the kids choosing. We will keep you posted as decisions are made.  

                                                                                                                                       

           

“Quarter” Mile Challenge 

All Collect coins 
Put ‘em in a line, 
Have a big party  

It’s Quarter Challenge Time! 

 

Did you know?? 

13 quarters = 1 foot  

5,280 feet = 1 mile  
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Kindergarten screening for children planning on entering kindergarten at Divine Savior 

Catholic School is set for the week of January 23, 2012. Parents wishing to enroll their child 

in kindergarten for the 2012-2013 school year should contact the Divine Savior main school 

office at 898-4210 between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. on school days to arrange a time to have their 

child screened.  Screenings will be conducted by Divine Savior kindergarten teacher Joan 

Nisler and will take place at the Elementary campus, 423 Fremont St., Kiel. The 

Kindergarten Diagnostic Instrument (KDI) used evaluates each child’s readiness to enter 

kindergarten in the fall. Children who are five-years-old prior to September 1, 2012 are eligible 

for kindergarten, parents should plan an hours’ time for screening. 

 

 

Divine Savior Catholic School 
(920) 898-4210 

www.divinesaviorschool.org 
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